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One of the most strategic and prolific  
international ministries  

reaching men with God’s Word

Vision and Calling
We are committed to fulfilling the  

Great Commission to go and make disciples.  
We do this by equipping churches and denominations with biblically 

based resources, counsel, and services to help them build an 
engaging ministry to men.

That ministry will help them raise up  
authentic disciples of Christ who passionately pursue God  

and will then go and make disciples.  
Their godly lives will have a positive impact –  

not only in the church,  
but in their homes, workplaces, and communities.
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oVerView
When Jesus challenged His disciples with the message, “Come, follow me, 
and I will make you fishers of men,” He was calling anyone who accepts 
Him as their personal Savior to be a witness for Him in spirit, truth, action, 
and opportunity.

As a young student of the Bible, Jim Grassi took this challenge to heart. At 
13 years of age, he felt a call to go into ministry. And by age 15 he wrote 
and preached his first sermon at a Christian youth camp to around 150 of 
his peers. 

After marrying his high school sweetheart, Louise, Jim’s interest in using 
the biblical relational models of discipleship became his passion. However, 
Jim floundered because of the lack of a spiritual mentor and wise counsel 
on how to pursue the appropriate education. During his college years, the 
worldview of how to be successful and important diverted Jim from his call 
to ministry. His inner conflicts, brokenness, and drive to be successful and 
important led him into many diverse opportunities.

As a park administrator, hall-of-fame outdoorsman, television personality, part-
time college professor and author, he was chasing fame, fortune, and power 
in each endeavor he pursued. He believed the myth that “being important 
rather than doing what was important” would help him become successful. 

In November 1978, Jim and Louise Grassi attended a Dr. James Dobson 
Parenting Conference at Mt. Hermon. What they learned that weekend 
meeting changed Jim and his family forever! He quit everything he was 
doing including his job with the Regional Park District. He no longer sought 
his own will, but instead sought God’s will which led to doing things of eter-
nal significance. 

Jim rekindled the faith and passion for Jesus of his youth which helped 
him seek and follow God’s will for his life. Through the encouragement and 
support of his young family, he sought to better understand and practice 
biblical manhood, good parenting, and being a godly witness for Jesus. 
He launched into seminary studies while holding down a full-time job as a 
town manager for Moraga in California.
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Jim began to think about all the men he knew who were strangers to their 
own families and who had mixed-up priorities. Too many guys were “NASCAR 
Dads.”  You have seen them— dads who take occasional quality time with 
their families as a pit stop between appointments, personal recreation time, 
and business meetings instead of daily focusing on godly fatherhood that 
requires both quantity and quality time with those they love the most. Jim 
saw so many men like himself whose lives were full of stress and disorder. 

Encouragement from his mentor at the time, Dr. Charles Swindoll (whom he 
met at Mt. Hermon in the summer of 1979), fueled his interest in ministry 
to men. Chuck encouraged Jim to take his passion for men and his outdoor 
skills and use them to reach guys who might not otherwise come to church. 
Dr. Swindoll helped Jim understand why ministry to men was difficult and 
challenged him to reach and enlighten men with God’s Word.

The BirTh of a MinisTry and Vision
In 1981, through the inspiration and power of the Holy 
Spirit and a strong board of directors, Let’s Go Fishing 
Ministries was born as a 501c3 ministry. In a den in 
their Moraga home, LGFM set up an office as Dan and 
Tom, Jim and Louise’s twin sons, made room in their 
lives for a new guest – Ministry. Evangelism, disciple-

ship, and assisting pastors to develop vibrant and effective ministries to men 
was the primary quest of this new ministry. 

Also, 1981 was a transitional year for Jim as 
he underwent a 9.5-hour surgery for a large, 
life-threatening, non-malignant brain tumor. 
A great team of Christian doctors, God’s heal-
ing power, and the spiritual impact of going 
through this ordeal galvanized Jim’s commit-
ment to make his life count for the Lord  
(Phil 1:21-26).
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Let’s Go Fishing Ministries held numerous father/son events around 
California. Through a relational environment fathers and sons were seeing 
Christ’s model of discipleship unfold. Men wanted their entire families to 
have that experience, so LGFM developed Summer Family Camps. 

The importance of prayer, volunteers, and building a dynamic team of 
ministry leaders cannot be overstated. While Jim became the face of LGFM, it 
was scores of full and part-time employees, partner families, faithful friends, 

and committed volunteers who 
deserve much of the credit for 
the growth, innovation, and 
popularity of this ministry.

By preaching and modeling 
God’s Word the LGFM team chal-
lenged people to know Jesus 
and make Him known. During 

the Sunday afternoon campfires, following a weekend of biblical teaching 
and learning how to fish, fly cast, and shoot a bow, hundreds came to accept 
Christ as their Lord and Savior. Many dads committed themselves to being a 
better husband and father who would seek to follow Christ and build fami-
lies who would model biblical truth.

LGFM soon became known around the country for its relational approach to 
discipleship through fishing and other outdoor pursuits. Many professional 
fisherman and hunters asked Jim to use his model to help start several 
different national sports ministries that still exist today. For six years Jim also 
led the strategic ministry, Fellowship of Christian Anglers Association in 
Chattanooga, Tennessee, while directing LGFM in California. 

For four decades God’s message of redemption for mankind was proclaimed 
on many television and radio stations around the country. Jim’s vast outdoor 
experiences and unique approach to inspiring men with the “Good News” 
provided him with numerous opportunities for radio and television inter-
views. These interviews often led to serious conversations about knowing 
Christ and how to become disciples who make disciples.
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a fisher of Men
As God’s Word tells us, eight of the disciples were fishermen. 
There were unique skills, gifts, and talents Christ saw in fish-
ermen. Anglers were strategic ambassadors for Jesus for 
many reasons. In 1981 there were over 42 million people in 
the nation who called themselves fishermen and who could 
possibly connect to the Master Fisherman – Jesus. This demo-
graphic became Jim’s initial target.

Jim received tremendous support from the hunting and fish-
ing industries. Many of the well-known television hosts and 
professional outdoorsmen endorsed and promoted Jim’s 
devotion and ministry. Jim’s participation in numerous events for the fish-
ing and hunting industries became a great “tent making” work that helped 
financially support LGFM. 

After five years of working with LGFM part-time, Jim and Louise took the 
leap of faith and he left his job and secure position as town manager of 
Moraga to pursue ministry full-time. Also, it was at that time Let’s Go Fishing 
Ministries started a sister organization, Let’s Go Fishing Productions (LGFP) to 
assist people who are either physically or mentally challenged. Both Jim’s 
mother and grandmother had major disabilities. 

Jim remembered the struggles and physical 
challenges he had after brain tumor surgery in 
1981 as he learned to walk again. To serve and 
provide for people who were physically and 
mentally challenged became very important 
to him. With LGFP’s innovative programs, five 
to six Special Kids Day Programs were held in 
California’s Eastbay area each year. 
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resourCes To nurTure Those new  
To faiTh in ChrisT

The leadership of LGFM began to realize that people who made commit-
ments to family and their faith at one of their conferences or events needed 
to be followed up and discipled. LGFM leaders recognized they couldn’t and 
shouldn’t take the place of the local church, so the LGFM team started to 
provide resources through booklets, magazines, and newsletters to help 
encourage people to get into a Bible-believing fellowship. 

whaT happened To Men in The loCal ChurCh?
In discussing the plight of men, psychologist Alexander Mitserlisch stated, 
“Society has torn the soul of a male, and into the tear the demons have fled– 
the demons of insecurity, selfishness and despair. Consequently, many men 
do not know who they are as men.” 

During a time of spiritual, political, cultural and moral decay in Corinth that 
is similar to what we see in America today, the Apostle Paul said, “Be on the 
alert, stand firm in the faith, act like men, be strong. Let all that you do be 
done in love.” (1 Cor. 16:13-14)

Many people ask, “What is happening to the 
local church?” Today, there are about 380,000 
Christian churches in the United States. 
Approximately 80% of them are under 200 
members in size. Over 61% of the pews in 
America on any given Sunday will be filled 
with women. Discouraged men are leaving 
the church in record numbers. Over 3,500 
churches close their doors each year. 

Most churches do not have the staff, trained volunteers, or resources to 
develop and maintain exciting ministries to men. The larger churches rarely 
have dynamic, sustaining, and effective men’s ministries. The burnt-pancake 
breakfast once a month doesn’t make for a ministry that is passionately 
discipling its men. 

Scores of pastors are struggling themselves with father wounds, personal 
problems, and church growth issues. They need the help. To better assist 
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the local church in their mission, Let’s Go Fishing Ministries re-branded 
and changed its name in 2011 to Men’s Ministry Catalyst (MMC).

MMC is specifically focused on helping the 
local church build vibrant ministry-to-men 
programs to help grow the church and 
develop disciples who make disciples. These 
men, like Aaron and Hur who supported 

Moses, support the pastor and his family. Dedicated pastors need the 
support of strong men of faith in their corner.  

Today over 1,100 churches have engaged 
or been impacted by the resources, 
messages, staff, training, and leadership 
that Men’s Ministry Catalyst provides. Most 
importantly, MMC has helped churches 
build effective and reproducible models 
for making authentic disciples committed 
to family and the church.

Churches are being drawn to the leadership and inspiration Men’s Ministry 
Catalyst can provide through its multi-faceted approach to reaching and 
connecting with men. Because of God’s blessings and inspiration, the 
prayers and financial support of our faith-partners, Men’s Ministry Catalyst 
has become a leader in providing resources and training for a spiritual 
revival among men. With God’s divine guidance and your prayers and 
partnership, Men’s Ministry Catalyst will reach more men, pastors and 
churches than ever before.
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Men’s MinisTry CaTalysT resourCes
(Partial List)

• Six Step Men’s Ministry Training for churches
• Small group development planning 
• Curriculum for men and men’s small groups 
• Booklets to help men with over 20 topics men face: worry, 

fear, coping with stress, depression, anger— to name a few
• Weekly Devotionals emailed around the world
• Businessmen’s forums 
• Supporting pastors with counsel on working with men 
• Speaking at your men’s events to help minister with your men
• Man Up! radio programs on file to use as podcasts
• And many more resources available at  

mensministrycatalyst.org/

People like Dr. Chuck Swindoll, Dr. Jim 
Dobson, Jim Daly, Dr. David Jeremiah, 
Robert Schuler III, and many others support 
and endorse Men’s Ministry Catalyst. 

We earnestly seek your partnership to 
help MMC continue as a dynamic force for 
spiritual revival among men for the next 
forty years! Along with Dr. Grassi, our new 

Executive Director Rev. Wendell Morton is working to develop new and 
exciting opportunities for men’s ministries and to expand networks to reach 
even more churches and men.
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FOR 40 YEARS MMC HAS BEEN CHANGING LIVES AND MAKING 
DISCIPLES BY SHARING THE MESSAGE OF GOD’S LOVE AND GRACE 

Only when we get to heaven will we know of the people who have come to 
faith because of your prayers, participation, finances, and encouragement 
given to MMC – to God be all the glory! Because of your support the follow-
ing events were possible – Thank You!

Events Lives Hearing about God’s love and grace

Father/Child Fishermen’s Conferences over 136 events 15,000 men and children

Pastoral Training Institutes - 7 625 pastors

Iron Sharpens Iron Men’s Conferences 19 events 5,700 men

Men’s Retreats - 34 2,550 men

Sports Show Appearances and Ministry - 30 shows 3 million plus visitors

Professional Sports Chaplain Programs  14 meetings with teams

Men’s Outreach Programs - 18 1,800 men

Family Camps - 5 1,600 people

Special Kids Day Events for the physically and mentally challenged - 152 events 30,400 kids with disabilities

Disabled Veterans Programs - 14 events 220 vets

Chaplain work to the Military and First Responders 225

Businessmen’s Forums Meetings - 275 meetings groups of men

Group Bible Studies - 34 several families

Man-Up Radio Programs -104 Inland Northwest and Atlanta

Pulpit Fill - 35 12,250 people

Pastors Retreats - 4 135 pastors

Single-Parent Conferences - 2  40 families

Church on the Water Events - 18 864 visitors + 28 baptisms

Inner-city Pastors Workshops - 3 over 120 pastors

Prison Ministries – 6 visits  over 1,250 men

Opportunities for people to come to faith and grow in their faith 

Magazine articles 8 Books Published 17

Booklets Published - 21 Magazines and Newsletters - 24

Pastoral Counseling - over 2,000 hours Chaplaincy – Police and Fire – 10 years

National Radio and Television Appearances – 26 shows (TBN, ESPN, FOX) Countries where MMC has been involved: USA, 
Africa, Mexico, Canada, New Zealand, Israel

Developed first Seminary Curriculum and degree programs for Ministry to Men Most prolific provider of resources and 
literature for men and pastors in the world

Scores of face-to-face opportunities Hundreds of sermons preached

One of the most extensive and best equipped inter-cultural, inter-generational Men’s 
Ministry Websites anywhere (www.mensministrycatalyst.org)
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Men’s MinisTry CaTalysT fiVe year plan

The past is a prologue to the future

A. United States
1. Continue to work with pastors and men’s leaders in developing 

vibrant ministries to men both in the church and outside the church

2. Build several businessmen’s groups that are focused on building 
businesses that bring honor and glory to God

3. Continue to build a donor network that will support the ministry 
so staff can focus on changing lives

4. Provide monthly communications to our support base  
and prayer partners 

5. Work with inter-generational groups (encore generation) and 
various ethnicities 

B. Denominational Influence 
1. Build a network of 20 denominational groups and assist them in 

building a discipling ministry for their men

2. Present MMC models and resources to develop non-denomina-
tional ministries to men

3. Develop a network of denominational leaders who wish to benefit 
from MMC’s resources and experience
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C. Increased Use of social media 

Activity Social Media Platforms
Monthly Leadership Forums in 2022
Weekly Small Group Teaching in 2023
Weekly Updates and Devotionals
Updates on location; Pictures of location and what is being done

Podcast
Facebook 
Instagram
Tik Tok
Twitter
Blog

A greater use of new technologies to reach the younger generations

D. Resources 
1. Working with Seismic Publishers to expand our presence in the 

Christian market place

2. Promote our Five Book Resource Kit for Men’s Ministries –  
The Ultimate Men’s Ministry Tool Kit

3. Develop new resources that can assist men in becoming godly 
influencers in their families, churches, and communities

4. Expand the Weekly Devotional database

5. Develop a quarterly newsletter to serve hundreds of churches on 
our existing database

E. North American Mission 
1. Select a few resources from our extensive library of existing books 

to be translated into Spanish 

2. Podcasts in multiple countries 

3. Local MMC Ambassadors in each country to lead MMC 

4. More radio programs to be shared internationally 

5. Create materials to meet needs and fill gaps in men’s ministry 
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www.mensministrycatalyst.org

May God richly bless you.

In His Service,

Jim and Louise Grassi,  
Founder/President

 

Rev. Wendell Morton,  
Executive Director

To God our Savior, who alone is wise,  
be glory and majesty, dominion, and power, both now and forever.  

Amen – Jude 25


